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Lesson n.º XX

Duration: 50 minutes

Topic : The formation of Western Christianity and Islamic expansion.
The formation of Portugal in the context of Christian reconquest.
Summary:
Guimarães: From birthplace of nationality to World Heritage.
Guiding questions:
1. How was the Kingdom of Portugal formed?
2. Why is Guimarães considered the birthplace of Portuguese nationality?
3. What reasons led to the declaration of Guimarães as World Heritage in 2001 by UNESCO?
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The medieval foundation of
the city has its roots in the
10th century. It was at this
time that Countess Mumadona
Dias, widow of Hermenegildo
Gonçalves, ordered the construction of a double monastery on her property in Vimaranis, which gave rise to
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Guimarães is one of

the most important historic
cities in the country. Its historic centre was classified as a
World Heritage Site in 2001,
making it one of the largest
tourist centres in the region. It
was also the European Capital
of Culture in 2012. Its streets
and monuments breathe history and delight those who
visit it.
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